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History /
Biographical:

Eva Blanche Roddick Davis was born September 20, 1900 at Linkwood Lodge farm in the
Brandon Hills area of the RM of Cornwallis. She was the daughter of John Hardy Roddick and
Ida Johnson, and spent her childhood on the home farm in the Brandon Hills, which had been
settled by her grandfather, the Rev. George Roddick, a pioneer who came to the are in 1879
from Nova Scotia. Eva attended Brandon Hills school and Brandon Collegiate Institute (BCI),
before graduating from the Brandon Normal School in 1920. From 1920-1921, she taught at
Little Souris. Although her parents moved to Brandon that year, she returned to the Brandon
Hills to the Davis family farm, Glenwood Farm, after marrying Meredith William Davis (1897-
1968) on February 28, 1931. The Davis family came to the Brandon Hills in 1879 from Palmer,
Massachusetts. The couple sold the farm in 1940, and moved into Brandon, where Med
worked as a motor mechanic. The Davis' had three children: Georgina, Shirley, and Bill. Eva
was involved with the family farm and on a committee for planning the Brandon Hills district
centennial in 1979. Additionally, she was a member of the Brandon Hills Busy Bees, the
Women's Missionary Society, the UCW at Knox United Church, the Canadian Lady Foresters
and the Court Princess Mary L2. Eva Roddick Davis died in Brandon on December 20, 1986.
She is buried at Brandon Hills Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Eva Roddick Davis about the
pioneer years in the Brandon Hills and her family history. Interviewer is Effie McPhail.

Notes: History/bio information taken from the Brandon Hills local history "The
Brandon Hills Story" and Davis' obituary. Transcript by Jaclyn Matchullis
(2014). Description by Christy Henry.

Language Note: English
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