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History /
Biographical:

Hans Andersen was born at Moline, Manitoba, on February 28, 1922, the third child of Andrew
and Hansine Andersen. Andersen grew up on his family’s farm, attending Moline public school.
He served in the Canadian Armed Forces from 1943 to 1946, as part of the 23rd Field Artillery
of the 4th Division, serving in England, Belgium, Holland, and Germany. After military service in
World War II, Andersen returned home and started a farming career in the Moore Park district,
located in the Rural Municipality of Odanah. In 1946, Andersen also married Marthe Renauld
(1922-1977). The couple had 3 children: Karen, James and Mary Lou.

For 40 years, Andersen farmed in the Moore Park area, where he was also heavily involved in
the local community. He was a trustee for Moore Park consolidated school district and a
member of the Elton municipal school board. He was also a member of the Moore Park pool
elevator board, and the Royal Canadian Legion. In 1970, Andersen was elected to the position
of Reeve of the RM of Odanah. He remained the Reeve of Odanah until 1978.

In 1978, Andersen married Thelma Terry, and moved to Rapid City. In Rapid City, Andersen
continued farming, gradually reducing his time in farming until he sold the last of his land to his
family in 1990. In Rapid City, Andersen was involved in the building of a brand new seniors
centre, and occupied himself in retirement with not only golfing but lots of traveling, going to
places like the United States and Europe.

After 2000, Andersen’s health began to deteriorate due to the onset of Alzheimer’s disease.
Hans Andersen died on January 12, 2008. He is buried at Rosewood Memorial Gardens.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.
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Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Hans Andersen. Interviewer is Mae
Johnson. Andersen discusses topics such as the history of the rural municipality, the
administration of the RM, some of the issues dealt with by the leadership of the RM through its
history, and some of the bylaws that were enacted since the establishment of the RM of
Odanah in 1883.

Notes: History/Biographical information provided by Brandon Sun obituary entry,
January 19, 2008, electronic correspondence with James Andersen,
December 7-9, 2011, and the Manitoba Historical Society website.
Description by Tyler Warren (2011) and Christy Henry.

Language Note: English

Audio Tracks
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