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History /
Biographical:

Thomas William Jeffrey was born on October 9, 1919 on 22-10-27 W in the RM of Wallace. He
received his education at Boss Hill School. In 1938, he attended the Chicago Vocational
Training Corp, graduating as a Diesel Automotive and Aero Engineer. Tom farmed until joining
the Army in 1941, but returned to the farm following a medical discharge in 1942. He continued
farming with with his father, then his mother, until selling and moving to Virden in 1966. Initially,
Tom ran the town grader, but then purchased a gravel truck. In 1975, he purchased Virden
Machine Shop, which he operated until the time of his death. He never married. Tom enjoyed
going to museums, looking at old machinery and cars, and attending thresermen's reunions.
He was a member of the Roman Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus, and for many
years looked after the town clock in Virden. Thomas Jeffrey died on October 23, 1996 in
Winnipeg, MB. He is buried at Virden Cemetery.

Custodial History:

As part of the Westman Oral History Collection, this collection was accessioned by the McKee
Archives in 1998. The original tapes from the Westman Oral History project were deposited in
the Brandon Public Library. Copies of these originals were made by Margaret Pollex of the
Brandon University Language Lab at the request of Eileen McFadden, University Archivist in
the early 1990s. These copies compose the collection held in the McKee Archives.

Scope and Content:

Item is an audiocassette tape containing an interview with Thomas W. Jeffrey about electric
power in Virden, Mr. Insul, drought, flood, churches and businesses in Virden, the Grieve
family, Charlie Hyde, Johnny Cairns and Ed Newby. Interviewers are Marion Martin and Gladys
Bray.

Notes: History/bio information from the records, the Virden local history
"Hometown Virden," the Wallace-Woodworth local history "Binding Our
Districts," and Jeffrey's obituary. Description by Christy Henry.
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