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Description Level: Sub-series

Series Number: McG 5.7

Accession Number: 1-2015

GMD: textual records

Date Range: c. 1989 - 1990

Physical Description: Approximately 12 cm of textual records

History /
Biographical:

These records were produced between 1989 and 1990, the researching and writing period for
The Chronicle of Canada monograph. Published in 1990 by Chronicle Publications (Montreal
and Paris), the Chronicle of Canada is an approximately eight-pound, 980-page hard cover
book, containing illustrations, photographs, and maps.

The premise of the Chronicle of Canada was to tell the social history of Canada in a
journalistic style from the dawn of the dinosaurs to present day (July 1, 1990). Historical events
were presented as short journalistic articles following a timeline.

Fred McGuinness was asked to be a contributor to the Chronicle of Canada in the summer of
1989. The writing assignment lasted six-months. Fred received, via courier every Monday, a
writing package containing a computer diskette and a list of assigned stories to be completed
within the week. The stories were researched, written, and saved onto the diskette, which was
couriered back to Montreal on the Friday. The length of each article ranged from 100 to 500
words. The rate of pay for each article was $1.00 per line.

The editors of the Chronicle of Canada estimated their publication would contain 3,000
articles. McGuinness was assigned the majority of the prairie articles, which the editors
estimated to be around 500 to 600 stories. It is possible to determine which articles
McGuinness contributed to the project from the weekly period assignments and invoices.

Custodial History:

Records were collected and created by McGuinness during the writing phase of the
monograph Chronicle of Canada. The materials were donated to the SJ McKee Archives by
the Estate of Fred McGuinness circa 2011. The Archives accessioned the records in 2015.

Scope and Content:

The subseries consists of textual records, created and collected during the production of the
monograph Chronicle of Canada. It includes correspondence, journal articles, book chapters,
Government industry publications, newspapers articles, promotional materials, and
McGuinness’ articles for Chronicle of Canada printed in the Chronicle template.
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Notes: Information in the history/biography was taken from Neighborly News
column #578 (McG 2.3, File 14); letter to Mr. Fred McGinnis [sic] from
Chronicle Publications, dated September 25, 1989 (McG 5.7, File 1)

In the file level inventory, square brackets at end of file names reference
the original location of the file in the unprocessed Fred McGuinness
collection. The original location is also noted on the front of each file
folder

Accruals: Closed

Finding Aid: A file level inventory is available

Storage Location: 2015 accessions

Arrangement:

Materials within files are in original order
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